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“​Let the heavens be glad, and let 
the earth rejoice;  let the sea roar, 
and all that fills it; let the field exult, 
and everything in it.Then shall all 
the trees of the forest sing for joy 

before the Lord; for he is coming..​.” 
- Psalm 96:12-13 - 

 
 
 
Sisters and brothers, in Christ, 
 
Peace be with you. 
 
I’m sure you don’t need to be reminded of all that has been lost during this time of pandemic. 
It’s likely you already have daily signs of this reality. So, I wanted to share with you two things 
that I have gained, over these last six months. In these strange and difficult times, the Spirit 
has drawn me back to two practices, which have been incredibly life-giving at various times 
in my own journey, but were things I had fallen away from, at some point - taking prayer 
walks in nature and dwelling in the Psalms. 
 
On a regular basis, I’ve been getting out to some of the state parks, in the area, to explore 
and spend time with God. This has been a time for me to slow down, a bit, to be more 
mindful of my own state of being, and to have greater awareness of God’s awesome creation 
all around me. These walks have been a great opportunity for centering and reorientation. 
Invariably, I’ve been able to tangibly sense God’s loving presence with me. If you’re feeling 
unsettled and disoriented, as I have been, I strongly encourage you to get out into a park, 
woods, or field (while we still have some nice weather), and walk with God for a while. 
 
Also, if you’re looking for a place to spend some time in God’s Word, I commend the Psalms 
to you. They are an absolute treasure! The Psalms encompass the entirety of the human 
experience - elation, joy, and pleasure … suffering, despair, and despondency. I’m finding 
that the Psalms meet me where I’m at and speak into whatever I might be experiencing. I 
suspect if you were to dwell in these ancient hymns, you might discover the same for 
yourself.  
 
Whether you add one, or both, of these practices to your current routine, or not, try to find 
some time for intentional prayer in the midst of everything going on in the coming months. 
God waits patiently for you to reach out to him. 
 
Blessings.  
Pastor Steve   
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Birthdays 

 
Bob Luebbe  7 
Nancy Peters 8 
Bill Palmer 9 
Mark Hohensee 10 
Mari Crisler 12 
Ryleigh Loges 13 
Wayne Pike 16 
Tiffany Harms 16 
Addysen Williams 18 
Amy Clark 20 
Mallory Kern 22 
Leroy Drews 26 
Jennifer Kelley 26 
Cindy Miller 29 
 
 

Anniversaries 
 

Doug & Amy Whitehead 4 
Amy & Josh Clark 8 
Dennis & Donna Haberstich 11 
Brent & Angie Goff 16 
Andrew & Leighanne Loges 17 
Dan & Julie Pike 19 
Wayne & Valerie Pike 28 
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COVID Task Force Update 
 
We are moving worship indoors for the first time since March! We are excited to begin worshipping 
together again in the church, starting October 4th! The Covid-19 Task Force has been working 
diligently to come up with a plan to begin worshipping together as safely as possible inside. We will 
make adjustments as needed. As we plan for in-person worship, we are no longer following the Three 
RIvers Health Department Covid-19 risk dial. Unfortunately, we found the risk dial to be unreliable 
with many unknown factors. Instead, we will follow the lead of Ashland-Greenwood Public Schools. 
AGPS is provided with more Covid-19 information specific to our community than ALC can receive. 
So, if AGPS is in Tier 1 or Tier 2, meaning students are in school, we will have in-person worship 
inside. If AGPS transitions to Tier 3, meaning all students are learning virtually from home, worship 
will be held virtually via Facebook Live. The pews have been organized with six feet between each 
row and spread out in the sanctuary and fellowship hall. In this arrangement, the capacity for worship 
is about 140. Therefore, there will be adequate room for all to attend while following the six-foot social 
distancing guideline. Please use your own judgement as you feel comfortable when deciding to attend 
in-person worship. We will continue to stream worship on Facebook Live for those who prefer to 
continue to worship with us virtually. If you are not a Facebook user, we can provide you with a link to 
the video after worship, through a program called Jumpshare. If you would like access to Jumpshare, 
please contact the office.  
 
To conduct in-person worship as safely as we can, we need your help. It’s important that everyone 
carefully reads and adheres to the following guidelines: 
 

❖ Worship Service:​ The doors will open at 9:00 am and worship will begin at 9:30 am. In accordance with 
current guidelines, for the safety of all, there will be no singing or unison speaking during worship until 
further notice. Bulletins will not be provided, so we will use the screens to project the service. 

❖ Social Distancing​: Households and family may sit together. Please keep a six-foot distance from others. 
❖ Masks​: The wearing of a mask or a face covering is required at all times while in the church. If you do not 

have a mask, extras will be available. 
❖ Hand sanitizer​: We highly encourage you to use hand sanitizer upon entering and exiting the church. 
❖ Seating:​ Ushers will direct you to your seats and dismiss you after worship. Please follow their guidance 

so we can keep the traffic flow safe for everyone. Young children must remain with an adult at all times. 
❖ Who Attends​: We are all eager to return to in-person worship, however, we encourage those who are sick 

or at risk to worship online. Those include: individuals with underlying health conditions or suppressed 
immune systems, people who have been recently exposed to COVID-19, individuals with COVID-19 or 
living with someone with COVID-19.  

❖ Communion​: We will have Holy Communion every Sunday. However, the use of common communion 
elements shared between parties is not permitted as it could contribute to the spread of the virus. If you 
would like to participate, please bring your own elements of your choice.  

❖ Offering​: The passing of a common collection plate between parties is contrary to good health practices 
at this time as it could contribute to the spread of the virus and therefore is not permitted. Offering plates 
will be located near entrances/exits if you would like to physically give your offering before or after 
worship. You may also continue to give online at ​http://www.alcashland.org/online-giving/​, or by mail. 

❖ Areas in the Facility​: Please only one person/family in each restroom at a time. Also, please do not use 
the kitchen, basement, library, or kids’ room before, during, or after worship. 
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