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“A [theology] of the cross calls [a] thing what it actually is..”
- Martin Luther -

Dear sisters and brothers, in Christ,
Peace be with you.
As I write this, we are just days away from Holy Week - a sacred time - set apart for prayer,
reflection, and worship. When we engage Holy Week with our whole being, we are reminded
of God’s profound, sacrificial love, demonstrated in the life and ministry of Jesus … AND we
are confronted with the brokenness of this world, which God loves so deeply. We enter into
this paradoxical reality and hold these two things in tension with one another.
In their own way, each of these phenomena is challenging for us to contemplate. So
often, we feel unworthy … undeserving of love ... and so, to think about God, in Jesus,
lovingly bending down to wash our feet, selflessly serving us, can evoke feelings of
disorientation and shame. On the other hand, we tend to be quick to look away from the pain
and suffering our sin causes. We want to skip over the grave, and the desolation and grief
held within, and move directly to the celebration and joy of the resurrection. But, if we are
being genuine and honest, we know it just does not work that way. You can’t experience the
beauty of dawn, without the darkness of night.
And so, this Holy Week, I invite and encourage you all to humbly submit yourselves to
the sorrow, the mystery, and the beauty of Holy Week. Slow down for a few moments. Be
fully present in the now. Set aside time to pray, and to ponder the weight of this week. Gather
with your ALC family for worship, whether in person or online. May you be blessed by the
compassionate, loving presence of Christ in the coming days. Amen.

God’s Peace.

Pastor Steve
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Kids’ Cupboard

Blessed to Blessed

The food item for April is: Saltine Crackers.
Thank you for your continued support!
Thank you to all of you who are still
collecting aluminum cans for Craig! He
says, "God bless you all." The cans can be
left in the room next to the downstairs
kitchen.

Each Sunday during worship, we will give
you a blessing to focus on for the week. All
ALC mission partners, young and old, are
invited to participate. Here are April’s
challenges:
4/4 - Write a note to your server’s boss.
4/11 - Send mayor/councilperson a note of
appreciation.
4/18 - Donation to someone in need - food
pantry, homeless shelter, etc.
4/25 - Make a small bag of goodies to keep
in your car to give to the next homeless
person you see on the corner or give to
anyone to make their day

Ashland Food Pantry
Please remember those who are less
fortunate by donating to the Ashland Food
Pantry. Donations can be placed in the
basket on the floor by the east door.

Direct Dollars
We are still accepting No Frills receipts for
Direct your Dollars. You can drop those off
in the kitchen or downstairs in the Kids’
Cupboard. Thank you for your continued
support!

Scholarship Applications
ALC has been blessed with the
opportunity, through gifts and memorials,
to establish a scholarship fund that
provides financial resources to be awarded
to graduating high school seniors who plan
to pursue post-secondary education. The
value of each scholarship will vary
according to the number of qualified
applicants. Scholarship applications are
due to the office by April 15, 2021.

WELCA
At this time there are no WELCA meetings
planned until September

Men in Mission
The next Men in Mission gathering will be
on April 3rd, at 6:30am at Riverview
Community Church.
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Committees
Are you looking to get more involved in our
ministry together at ALC? Each of our
committees is looking for people with gifts
and passion for that particular area of
ministry. If you are interested in
participating in the work of a committee,
please contact one of your council
members. Committees include:
Faith Formation - Planning for all areas of
faith formation - Sunday School, VBS,
Bible studies ...
Evangelism - Community outreach,
service opportunities, marketing …
Worship - Planning for worship - music,
liturgy, special services …
Hospitality and Care - Support groups,
meal trains, fellowship …
Property - Maintenance and care for all
property and facilities.

Committee Members
Faith Formation - Brittany Behrens,
Leighanne Loges, Shari Nygren, Lani
Polzin, Suzy Nootz, Brigitte Van Houten
and Stacy O'Brian.
Evangelism - Melissa Kasuske, Tiffany
Harms, Jen Wilson
Worship - Dave Nygren, Emilie Castle,
Deb Pike, Nicole Chudomelka, Jennifer
Kelley
Hospitality and Care - Linda Adams,
Cindy Miller, Ann Holtz
Property - Jeremy Mumm

Worship Help
As we get back into a weekly rhythm of
in-person worship, we are looking for help
with all of the tasks that allow us to gather
in person for worship. There are a variety
of ways you can serve, including as:
greeters, readers, song leaders, and
communion preparers. If you would like to
volunteer, you can sign up on the
spreadsheet we mailed out, or you can call
the office and we will sign you up. Thank
you!
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COVID Task Force Update
In-Person Worship Continues in April
Because the COVID-19 positivity rate and rate of new daily infections in Saunders County
continues to trend downward, we have resumed in-person, indoor worship at ALC, with
restrictions. At this time, we are offering two services each Sunday, in-person worship at
9:30am and online-only at 11:00am. Please use your best judgement, as you consider
whether to worship in person or online.
To conduct in-person worship as safely as we can, we need your help. It’s important that
everyone carefully reads and adheres to the following guidelines:
● Worship Service: The doors will open at 9:00 am and worship will begin at 9:30 am.
Congregational singing will be allowed, beginning on Easter Sunday. Bulletins will not
be provided, so we will use the screens to project the service.
● Social Distancing: Households and family may sit together. Please keep a six-foot
distance from others.
● Masks: The wearing of a mask or a face covering is required at all times while in the
church. If you do not have a mask, extras will be available.
● Hand Sanitizer: We highly encourage you to use hand sanitizer upon entering and
exiting the church.
● Seating: Ushers will direct you to your seats and dismiss you after worship. Please
follow their guidance so we can keep the traffic flow safe for everyone. Young children
must remain with an adult at all times.
● Who Attends: We ask that those who are sick or are at risk worship online. This
includes: individuals with underlying health conditions or suppressed immune
systems, people who have recently been exposed to COVID-19, individuals with
COVID-19 or living with someone with COVID-19.
● Communion: We will have Holy Communion every Sunday. However, the use of
common communion elements shared between parties is not permitted as it could
contribute to the spread of the virus. We will distribute individual, pre-packaged
communion elements as you enter the sanctuary.
● Offering: The passing of a common collection plate between parties is contrary to
good health practices and therefore is not permitted. Offering plates will be located
near entrances/exits if you would like to physically give your offering before or after
worship. You may also continue to give online or by mail.
● Areas in the Facility: Please only one person/family in each restroom at a time. Also,
please do not use the kitchen, basement, library, or kids’ room before, during, or after
worship.
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April Serving Schedule
Lectors
1 - Cindy Miller
4 - Amanda Washburn
11 18 25 -

Projection
4 - Brad Jacobsen
11 - Melissa Kasuske
18 - Nicole Chudomelka
25 - Melissa Kasuske

Counters
1 - Cindy M. & Melissa K.
2 - Rick C. & Jeremy M.
4 - Emilie C. & Rick C.
11 - Jeremy M. & Jean W.
18 - Jason G. & Chris S.
25 - Brandon N. & Melissa K.

Greeters
1 -Miller Family
24 - Jacobsen Family
11 - Schefdore Family
18 - Emilie Castle
25 - Harms Family

Song Leaders
12411 18 25

Communion
1 - Cindy Miller
4 - Staci Jacobsen
11 - Chris Schefdore
18 25 - Harms Family

If you would like to volunteer please see our
sign-up that was sent via email or contact the
office and we will get you added.
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April
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
12:05p - AMA
Holy Week
Worship
5:00p - Kids’
Cupboard
6:30p - Maundy
Thursday
Worship
8
5:00p - Kids’
Cupboard
6:30p - FH:
Council Meeting

2
12:05p - AMA
Holy Week
Worship at RCC
6:30p - Good
Friday Worship

3
6:30a - Men in
Mission at RCC

9

10

4
9:30a - Worship
(In person)
7:00p - AA

5

6

7
6:30p Confirmation

11
9:30a - Worship
(In Person)
11:00a Worship (Zoom
& FB LIve)
7:00p - AA

12

13

14
4:30p - The
Closet
6:30p Confirmation

15
5:00p - Kids’
Cupboard

16

17
9:00a - The
Closet

18
9:30a - Worship
(In Person)
11:00a Worship (Zoom
& FB LIve)
7:00p - AA

19

20

21
6:30p Confirmation

22
5:00p - Kids’
Cupboard

23

24

25
9:30a - Worship
(In Person)
11:00a Worship (Zoom
& FB LIve)
7:00p - AA

26
3:00p - Food
Bank
Distribution

27

28
6:30p Confirmation

29
5:00p - Kids’
Cupboard

30
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